
Vanguard Program
For Senior Secondary students completing
their SACE Stage 2 studies



Introduction
The Vanguard Program is an opportunity for
Senior Secondary school students to
kickstart their tertiary education in visual arts
while completing their SACE Stage 2
studies. Successful applicants will join a
class with other First Year ACSA students
and engage with our community in an adult
learning environment. 

Students can achieve SACE credits through
participation in the program, which may also
be used towards the calculation of their
ATAR. In addition, students can earn credits
towards their Visual Art degree at ACSA,
giving them a head start in their post-
secondary studies.



Subjects
We offer four units as part of the Vanguard Program.

Drawing 1.1 

This is a comprehensive foundational unit designed for those
who have never studied drawing at a tertiary level. Starting
with a thorough introduction to drawing from direct
observation you will incrementally build your understanding
of proportion, tone, colour, perspective, anatomy, form and
structure. 

Drawing 1.2

Having acquired a toolkit of observational and technical skills in
Drawing 1.1, you can begin to explore the expressive and
communicative possibilities of drawing. This unit explores the
complexities of perspective and drawing the figure, helping to
improve your understanding and further expand your skills in
observational drawing. 
 



Painting 1

This unit introduces the fundamental skills and concepts of painting. You will
gain a thorough understanding of painting, using observation and direct and
indirect painting techniques. You are taught a range of approaches to paint
application and methods, including wet-in-wet, scumbling, glazing, colour-
mixing, and the preparation of painting surfaces, supports and grounds. Once
the basic techniques are acquired you are introduced to the development of
ideas and conceptual approaches to painting, utilizing historical and
contemporary examples. 

 

Sculpture 1

This unit provides a rigorous introduction to working in three dimensions. 
You will become familiar with the material language of clay and the skills
associated with modelling, mould-making, and casting. You will also be
introduced to a wide range of materials and objects, exploring their poetic
and communicative possibilities through a series of fun and challenging
projects.
 



The subjects that you are eligible to take depend on whether you are planning

to study in the program for one semester (10 SACE credits) or two semesters (20

SACE credits). 

Unit options for one semester of Vanguard study (10 SACE credits): 

Unit options for two semesters of Vanguard study (20 SACE credits): 

Students can request up to two semesters of study on their application form. 

Places will be reserved, but acceptance into a second semester of study is subject

to the standard entry criteria, plus class performance and grade achieved in the

first semester of Vanguard study. 

Drawing 1.1 Sculpture 1

Drawing 1.1 Drawing 1.2

Sculpture 1.1

Painting 1

Sculpture 1

10 SACE credit points 10 SACE credit points

10 SACE credit points

10 SACE credit points 10 SACE credit points

10 SACE credit points

10 SACE credit points

Pre-requisite  Drawing 1.1

First Semester of Study Second Semester of Study

Drawing 1.1

Sculpture 1 Drawing 1.1

Drawing 1.1

10 SACE credit points

10 SACE credit points 10 SACE credit points

OR

Pre-requisite  Drawing 1.1



FAQs

How much time will I spend in class? 

Classes run from 9:30am – 4:30pm, with an hour lunch break and some
shorter breaks throughout the day. Vanguard students are required to attend
one full day of class time per week, as well as completing 6 hours of
homework per week. Timetables vary from semester to semester. 

What do we look for in a Vanguard applicant? 

The criteria we look for in our Vanguard applicants are: 

-A strong attendance record at school 
-Good grades in school Arts subjects 
-Engagement with art and art classes outside of school
-Potential to do well in an adult learning environment 
-Ability to study independently and keep up with homework tasks



How does Vanguard fit in with ACSA’s degree program? 

Vanguard students take classes that are part of our degree program, so they are
getting a head start on ACSA’s Bachelor of Visual Art. 

When a student applies for the degree program after finishing Secondary School,
they can request “Recognition of Prior Learning” for the class (or classes) completed
under the Vanguard Program. Vanguard units are then credited to the degree, so
students won’t have to repeat a class that they have already passed. 

How much does a Vanguard class cost? 

Vanguard students pay the same amount for their classes as our degree students –
there are no additional fees for studying under the Vanguard Program. 

ACSA’s Schedule of Fees can be found on our website: Student Resources > Fees

Unfortunately, Vanguard students are not eligible for a FEE-HELP loan, so all fees
must be paid up front or in instalments. Units must be paid in full by the designated
Tuition Fee Due Date. 

How does Vanguard relate to SACE? 

Vanguard units have been approved by the SACE Board under the University
Studies category. One semester of study equates to 10 SACE credits, and two
semesters of study equate to 20 SACE credits. 

SACE credits achieved through the Vanguard Program can contribute to the
calculation of the ATAR under the category of Recognised Studies. A minimum of 10
credits and a maximum of 20 credits of Recognised Studies can contribute to the
ATAR under the 30-credit flexible option. 

We advise you to speak to your school about your SACE pathway and the option
that is right for you.



Can Year 11 students apply for Vanguard? 

Year 11 students who meet our application criteria can apply for Vanguard as a

Stage 2 subject.

How is Vanguard graded? 

We grade our Vanguard students in the same way that we grade our degree

students. At the end of the semester, after all work has been marked and

moderated, we provide the student, parent / guardian, and school with the

student’s final unit grade, according to the table below. 

85 – 100%    High Distinction (HD)

75 – 84%     Distinction (DN)

65 – 74%     Credit (CR)

50 – 64%     Pass (P)

0 – 49%       Fail (F)

The student’s high school SACE Coordinator (or equivalent) is responsible for

registering the student’s successful completion of their Vanguard studies with the

SACE Board by completing and submitting Form 12. 

When can students apply? 

Application dates can vary from semester to
semester. Please check the ACSA website for
deadlines relating to the current Vanguard
application period.



Applicant (student)
submits online Vanguard
application form

ACSA sends online consent forms
directly to the applicant’s
parent/guardian and school SACE
coordinator*

Parent/Guardian
signs and
submits the
consent form

ACSA conducts an interview
with the applicant and their
parent/guardian 

ACSA contacts the school
SACE coordinator* for a
reference

ACSA finalises application
processing and contacts
the student and
parent/guardian with an
offer to join the Vanguard
Program 

Applicant accepts the
offer in writing and
selects their class

ACSA provides
official
confirmation 
of enrolment to
the applicant
and their
parent/guardian

Applicant notifies their school
about their involvement in the
Vanguard Program

School SACE
Coordinator*  
notifies the SACE
Board

P/G

A

A

A

S

Before Semester

After Semester

School SACE
Coordinator
submits Form 12 to
the SACE Board

ACSA notifies the
student, parent/guardian
and SACE coordinator* of
the student’s final grade
for their Vanguard
subject

S

S
School SACE
Coordinator* signs and
submits the consent
form

*If the applicant’s school does not
have a designated SACE
Coordinator, these steps will be
handled by the school’s equivalent
staff member



For all further enquiries please contact Genevieve Spalding, Student

Support Officer by email genevieve.spalding@acsa.sa.edu.au or call us on

8299 7300.


