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Adelaide Central School of Art

Welcome
Are you thinking about 
studying visual art? If 
yes, congratulations, 
you’ve found us. 
We are a leading independent art 
school dedicated to developing 
and nurturing students to 
become practising artists.

At Adelaide Central School of 
Art, students learn by doing. We 
believe in-depth study of drawing, 
painting and sculpture provides 
the foundation for contemporary 
arts practice. Our emphasis 
is on structured sequential 
learning and the development 
of practical skills in parallel with 
rigorous intellectual inquiry. 

You will be taught by eminent 
South Australian contemporary 
artists in a studio-based teaching 
program committed to small 
class sizes and one-on-one 
interaction with lecturers. 

We value all our students and 
support them to develop as artists. 
We believe in the transformative 
potential of arts education, while 
nurturing curiosity, respect, courage, 
and excellence in everything we 
do. And you can study at your 
own pace – the program is very 
flexible and accommodates 
part-time and full-time study. 

Our students value the sense 
of belonging and community 
that comes with being part of 
a single‑focus art school. We 
are very proud of our graduates 
who have gone onto successful 
careers globally as practising 
artists, writers, curators, gallery 
managers, arts administrators, and 
academics: all with their own very 
distinct visual language and style. 

If you are serious about a 
career as a practising artist, 
we invite you to apply. 

We look forward to 
welcoming you soon. 

Penny Griggs 
CEO

Monte Masi  
Academic Director
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Why study 
at ACSA?

Learn by doing, with a studio-based arts 
education designed to help you realise 
your own contemporary arts practice 

Enjoy small classes taught by practising 
artists with years of experience in 
both the studio and the classroom 

Explore and experiment with different 
artforms, materials and techniques at 
South Australia’s best art school

Connect with a welcoming and encouraging 
arts community that supports you 
through your learning and beyond 

Study at your own pace, with flexible 
enrolment options that allow you to 
optimise your work/life balance 

“I never wanted to graduate from 
ACSA. I wanted to stay forever! Now 
that I’m out in the world as a practising 
artist, I feel like the school is still with 
me, in my work, my studio habits, and 
in the lifelong connections with the 
arts community ACSA has gifted me.” 
– Marian Sandberg, BVA graduate



Adelaide Central School of Art

Course 
information

Accreditation
Our degree courses are 
accredited by the Tertiary 
Education Quality and 
Standards Agency (TEQSA), 
having satisfied the national 
accreditation requirements that 
lead to qualifications under 
the Australian Qualifications 
Framework (AQF).

Image: Tash Amer in the studio, 2023.  
Photo: Sam Roberts
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Associate Degree 
of Visual Art
The Associate Degree of Visual 
Art (ADVA) is a two-year 
full‑time program focused on 
building foundation skills in key 
aspects of visual art. The ADVA 
is a distinct qualification but 
also offers an exit point from 
the Bachelor of Visual Art for 
students wishing to graduate 
after completing Level 1 and 2.

Diploma of Visual Art 
The Diploma of Visual Art (DVA) 
is a one-year full-time program 
that provides a comprehensive 
introduction to core skills and 
essential concepts relating to 
visual art. The Diploma is a 
distinct qualification but also 
offers an exit point from the 
Associate Degree of Visual Art 
and Bachelor of Visual Art for 
students wishing to graduate 
after completing Level 1. 



Adelaide Central School of Art

Bachelor of Visual 
Art (Honours)
The Bachelor of Visual Art 
(Honours) is a one-year full-time 
program open to high-achieving 
students who have completed 
an undergraduate degree in 
visual art (or equivalent). The 
program provides students 
with an opportunity to 
extend their artistic practice 
and develop research 
skills and understanding 
of contemporary art.

Under the guidance of a 
supervisor, students engage in 
practice-led research, utilising 
appropriate methodologies 
to develop an original body 
of artwork and accompanying 
written exegesis. 

Bachelor of Visual Art
The Bachelor of Visual Art 
(BVA) is a three-year full-time 
degree program, designed to 
give students the skills and 
knowledge to develop careers 
as practising artists. Our focus 
on the fundamental art-making 
practices of drawing, painting 
and sculpture is complemented 
by an emphasis on conceptual 
development, art history 
and theory and professional 
practice. At Level 3 students 
are supported to develop a 
professional body of work 
based on comprehensive 
self‑directed studio research.

“Studying for an Honours 
degree at Adelaide 
Central School of Art 
has been without a 
doubt the highlight of my 
educational experiences.”  
– Jorji Gardener, BVA 
Honours graduate
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Painting
Starting at the beginning by 
introducing fundamental skills 
and concepts, your painting 
classes will provide you with 
a thorough understanding of 
painting techniques. You will 
learn a variety of approaches to 
paint application and methods, 
as well as the preparation of 
painting surfaces, supports 
and grounds. As your studies 
continue, we offer a variety of 
elective classes to help you 
to hone specific techniques 
and concentrate on your 
individual areas of interest.

Drawing
Drawing is a cornerstone of 
everything we do at ACSA, 
relating strongly to our other 
classes and giving our students 
the best possible start on 
their artistic journey. With no 
existing skill-set or knowledge 
required, your drawing classes 
will teach you the basics of 
drawing from observation 
and then incrementally 
build your understanding 
of proportion, tone, colour, 
perspective, anatomy, form 
and structure. This toolkit of 
observational and technical 
skills can be applied across 
all kinds of artistic practice, 
as well as paving the way 
for further exploration of the 
expressive and communicative 
possibilities of drawing.

Image: Short course drawing class on 
Open Day, 2022. Photo: Sam Roberts
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Sculpture
Sculpture classes offer an 
opportunity to imagine and 
create in three dimensions. 
Using a variety of materials 
including paper, matches, 
combs, soap, and pieces 
of rubber, you will explore 
the endless possibilities for 
making art without the use 
of a sketchbook or canvas. 
You will also become familiar 
with the material language of 
clay and the skills associated 
with modelling, mould-making 
and casting and develop a 
framework for continuing your 
own exploration through our 
elective sculpture classes.

Printmaking
The study of Printmaking 
introduces you to the key 
processes and techniques of 
relief printmaking, including 
carving, registration and 
editioning. You will explore 
collagraphy, monoprint 
and reduction printing, 
before investigating the 
relationship between 
contemporary printmaking 
and video, installation and 
bookmaking practice. 

Image: Lily Trnovsky in the studio, 2023.  
Photo: Sam Roberts
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Contemporary 
Studio Practice
Using a wide range of 
disciplines and media, 
Contemporary Studio Practice 
will help you to develop a 
wide array of techniques, 
strategies and approaches to 
making and thinking processes. 
A variety of self-directed 
projects, class discussions and 
experimentation will help you 
to broaden your approach 
to making and facilitate a 
broad understanding of 
the conceptual and visual 
languages used in visual arts. 

Art History & Theory
Art History & Theory classes 
will introduce you to different 
methods for studying and 
writing about art and give you 
the opportunity to express your 
own insights and views about 
visual culture. You will explore 
and research important artistic 
periods and movements, both 
in a classroom environment and 
on regular field trips to local 
galleries and foundations.

“Studying at ACSA was one of the most 
fulfilling experiences of my life. It has had the 
most profound impact on me as a problem 
solver, as a person, and as a visual artist.”  
– Georgia Button, BVA Honours graduate
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Course sequence
LEVEL 1

Drawing 1.1
8 Credit points
6 Contact hpw
6 Non-contact 

hpw

Painting 1 or 
Sculpture 1
8 Credit points
6 Contact hpw
6 Non-contact 

hpw

Art History & 
Theory 1.1
4 Credit points
2.5 Contact hpw
3.5 �Non-contact 

hpw

Contemporary 
Studio Practice 1.1
4 Credit points
3.5 Contact hpw
2.5 �Non-contact 

hpw
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Drawing 1.2
8 Credit points
6 Contact hpw
6 Non-contact 

hpw

Painting 1 or 
Sculpture 1
8 Credit points
6 Contact hpw
6 Non-contact 

hpw

Art History & 
Theory 1.2
4 Credit points
2.5 Contact hpw
3.5 �Non-contact 

hpw

Contemporary 
Studio Practice 1.2
4 Credit points
3.5 Contact hpw
2.5 �Non-contact 

hpw

LEVEL 2

Drawing 2.1
8 Credit points
6 Contact hpw
6 Non-contact 

hpw

Art History & 
Theory 2.1
4 Credit points
2.5 Contact hpw
3.5 �Non-contact 

hpw

Contemporary 
Studio Practice 2.1
4 Credit points
3.5 Contact hpw
2.5 �Non-contact 

hpw

Elective 1
4 Credit points
3.5 Contact hpw
2.5 �Non-contact 

hpw

Elective 2
4 Credit points
3.5 Contact hpw
2.5 �Non-contact 

hpw
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Drawing 2.2
8 Credit points
6 Contact hpw
6 Non-contact 

hpw

Art History & 
Theory 2.2
4 Credit points
2.5 Contact hpw
3.5 �Non-contact 

hpw

Contemporary 
Studio Practice 2.2
4 Credit points
3.5 Contact hpw
2.5 �Non-contact 

hpw

Elective 3
4 Credit points
3.5 Contact hpw
2.5 �Non-contact 

hpw

Elective 4
4 Credit points
3.5 Contact hpw
2.5 �Non-contact 

hpw
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LEVEL 3

Studio Practice 3.1
12	Credit points
4	 Contact hpw 

+ seminars 
(scheduled 
throughout 
semester)

14	Non‑contact 
hpw

Art History & 
Theory 3.1
4 Credit points
2.5 Contact hpw
3.5 �Non-contact 

hpw

Drawing 3.1
4 Credit points
3.5 Contact hpw 
2.5 �Non-contact 

hpw

Elective 1
4 Credit points
3.5 Contact hpw
2.5 �Non-contact 

hpw

Studio Practice 3.2
16	Credit points
1	 Contact hpw 

+ seminars 
(scheduled 
throughout 
semester)

23	Non-contact 
hpw

Art History & 
Theory 3.2
4 Credit points
2.5 Contact hpw
3.5 �Non-contact 

hpw

Professional
Studies 3.1
4 Credit points
3.5 Contact hpw
2.5 �Non-contact 

hpw
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Support 
services

Our students are the most 
important part of our school, 
so we work to provide a variety 
of services to help support you 
while you learn. Here are just 
a few of the support services 
that we offer at ACSA: 

•	 Essay writing and 
research support

•	 Peer mentoring 

•	 Individual academic support

•	 Enrolment advice

•	 Academic counselling 

•	 Disability support 

•	 Support for First Nations and 
Torres Strait Islander students

•	 Free counselling sessions 
with a licensed counsellor 

•	 Student Association 
membership

•	 Recognition of Prior Learning

•	 Workshop and studio facilities

•	 Student Exhibition 
opportunities 
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“My time at ACSA has, without question, been 
one of the happiest and most transformative 
experiences of my adult life. While the exquisite 
lecturing, care, and encouragement has brought 
about immeasurable and profound personal 
learning and growth, it’s the imperceptible 
essence that flows through this school and its 
people that has made the journey feel unique 
and special. I leave wanting to stay but also feel 
richly prepared for whatever comes next.”  
– Fiona McIntosh, BVA graduate

Image: Lecturer Jess Mara at Open Day, 2019.  
Photo: Sam Roberts
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Professional readiness
Our graduates demonstrate 
professional readiness through 
comprehensive making abilities, 
professional business skills, 
relevant technological aptitude 
and time management skills. 
They are able to contextualise 
their practices within local and 
national networks and generate 
professional opportunities 
in the arts industry. 

Graduates understand the 
multifaceted nature of being 
an autonomous practising 
professional artist, recognising 
that this might entail studio 
practice, exhibition of 
work, pursuit of funding 
opportunities and residencies, 
teaching, critical writing, arts 
administration and work in 
related creative industries. 

Creativity, adaptability 
and critical thinking
Our graduates are critical 
and creative thinkers. They 
have the ability to adapt 
their knowledge, research 
capabilities and problem 
solving skills to a range of 
contexts. They demonstrate 
intellectual curiosity and 
recognise connections between 
differing academic fields and 
the broader arts industry. 

Graduates’ adaptability 
supports longevity in their 
visual art practices and ensures 
that skills are transferable 
to broader fields of study, 
practice and employment. 

Graduate 
attributes
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Autonomy, self-awareness 
and ethical understanding
Our graduates demonstrate 
intellectual autonomy, initiative, 
self-awareness and academic 
integrity. Graduates learn 
empathy and intercultural 
understanding through 
participation in our collegiate 
culture. They have the ability to 
work alongside and collaborate 
with people of diverse ages, 
genders, sexualities, social 
and cultural backgrounds 
and levels of experience. 

The ethical, empathetic and 
academically rigorous conduct 
of our graduates positions them 
to transition into independent 
practice, employments, or 
post-graduate study. 

“Adelaide Central School of Art was the ideal 
learning environment in which to pursue my 
academic and creative ambitions. The support 
of the whole school, from admin to facilities to 
academic staff was outstanding and generous. 
Clearly the best art school, hands down.”  
– Rose Handke, BVA graduate

Communication
Our graduates have the ability 
to effectively communicate 
complex ideas, emotions and 
human experiences through 
their artworks. They are also 
adept in communicating 
verbally and in writing. Our 
graduates have the capacity 
to adapt these communication 
skills for a variety of 
professional and academic 
contexts and audiences. 
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How to apply
Scan the QR code to get started:

https://acsa.sa.edu.au/study/undergraduate/
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Glenside Cultural Precinct 
7 Mulberry Road, 
Glenside SA 5065

08 8299 7300 
info@acsa.sa.edu.au 
acsa.sa.edu.au

mailto:info%40acsa.sa.edu.au?subject=
https://www.acsa.sa.edu.au

